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Dear Child Care Professionals of Georgia:

As you probably know, Child Care Services (CCS) is responsible for monitoring child care programs for
compliance with licensing rules. That’s the division I lead, and we’re the people who make unannounced visits
twice a year. What you may not know is that we offer technical assistance to help you understand the rules so
that you can stay in compliance and be informed about best practices.

We want you to succeed as educators and as business owners. We share with you the responsibility for keeping
children healthy and safe while they are in care. In monitoring compliance, we emphasize prevention. We want
to provide resources that will help you prevent health and safety hazards that could lead to illness or injury.
Georgia is an exemplar of this approach, and I am proud to say that members of my team are often invited to
speak at national regulatory conferences.

I especially want to recommend the downloadable resource suite created by our Technical Assistance unit. This
is a collection of 100+ tip sheets. Each one explains an important topic—such as safe sleep—with illustrations
and easy-to-understand explanations. All of the resources focus on topics related to licensing rules and include
the nationally recognized “best practices” associated with each rule. Best practices are those that research has
shown to be most beneficial for children. Some resources are available in Spanish.

I encourage you to download these printable resources. I think you will be pleased with how much you learn
from a one- or two-page document. You can scan the QR code or go to
https://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/Technical Assistance.aspx

For child care programs in Support or Deficient status and those in their first year of operation, our TA team provides on-site
assistance. If you have questions or need help with a specific issue, feel free to contact the TA unit at CCS.TA@decal.ga.gov.

I hope you are enjoying some safe and healthy summer fun. For us, summer is the season that we publish proposed rule changes. This
year we are proposing several minor changes to language and definitions. I think you will be happy to hear that none of these will
impact your business operations.

Thank you for your tireless efforts on behalf of Georgia’s young children and their families.
Sincerely,

Porm Stweno

Pam Stevens
Deputy Commissioner for Child Care Services


http://www.asurams.edu/ccrr
https://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/TechnicalAssistance.aspx
mailto:CCS.TA@decal.ga.gov
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Connecting job seekers and employers
to solutions that work.

For Job Seekers For Local Employers

Were you recently laid off or given
notice of an impending layoff? We
can help you gain new skills and
long-term employment.

We Provide:

* Paid, on-the-job work experience to
rebuild and enhance your career.

« Skills training in high-demand
industries such as manufacturing,
transportation, and more.

* Supportive service assistance with
transportation, childcare, and other
costs.

If you’ve been affected by a recent
layoff or business closure, you may
qualify for services.

SCAN THE
QR CODE to

register for
FREE today!

A\WORK
SOURCE
GEORGIA

A proud partner of the AmerianJobCenter netwerk

powered by BTCSG

Are you looking to grow your
team while also supporting your
community?

Partner with us!

We Offer:

* Wage reimbursement of up to 50%
when you hire new workers for
on-the-job training.

» Access to pre-screened talent ready to
work and gain new skills as they work.

* Community impact by helping
local workers get back into stable,
meaningful employment.

Hiring new workers helps your business
to fill talent gaps and support regional
economic growth.

It’s a win-win!

Georgia Department of Labor
Albany Career Center
1608 S Slappey Blvd, Albany, GA 31701

Georgia Department of Labor
Moultrie Career Center
220 N Main St, Moultrie, GA 31788

Georgia Department of Labor
Thomasville Career Center
403 North Broad Street Thomasville, GA 31799

www.WorkSourceSouthwestGeorgia.org | 10.2025

Funded by the Georgia-Pacific Employment Recovery
Dislocated Worker Grant



Training Calendar — July, August & September 2026

You can always find our scheduled training and events on our website at CCR&R

Saturday, 7/11/2026 Language and Literacy Rich Environments for Dianne Fitchlee

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Preschool Classrooms BFTS Approved
$20 Join us to learn how to create a language and literacy rich environment Trainer

through fun activities and make and take ideas. Teachers will walk away
Albany State University- with items they have created and can use in their classrooms!
West — C252

2400 Gillionville Rd ***This training meets the Language & Literacy requirement per

Tuesday, 7/14/2026 Creating an Effective Circle Time Polly Raike

6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. This training will assist teachers in planning, developing and BFTS Approved
$10 implementing an effective circle time that engages children socially to Trainer

learn new concepts and practice language.
Webinar

Saturday, 7/18/2026 Creative Arts and Crafts at Home and Around the Globe Sandra Jackson

9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. This training will, through research and development from various BFTS Approved
$30 countries bring an exciting adventure to the world of arts and crafts. Trainer

Super Saturday!!!

Through the implementation of educational techniques, each participant
will share their arts and crafts projects representing the cultural
environment of their classroom.

The Lazy Frog
300 West Clinton St. Arts and Crafts for Children with Special Needs
Suite E Join us for an opportunity to explore, plan, and create arts and crafts
Gray, GA 31032 projects that are inclusive and the "how to" in adapting arts and crafts
projects for children with special needs.
Thursday, 7/23/2026 Creating A Literacy-Rich Environment for Infants and Toddlers Sandra Jackson
7:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. A literacy-rich environment in early childhood education lays a BFTS Approved
$10 foundation that supports language development, emergent literacy, Trainer
writing skills, and reading. This training helps providers and educators
Webinar create an inclusive literacy-rich environment for infants and toddlers,

***This training meets the

including special needs and dual language learners. Participants will
design and execute translanguaging activities to integrate into their

Language & Literacy literacy-rich environment.
requirement per BFTS
Saturday, 7/25/2026 Fire Safety Sandra Jackson
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. This course meets the requirements mandated by the Georgia Insurance | Certified Instructor
$25 and Fire Safety Commissioner’s office.

Webinar



https://www.asurams.edu/ccrr/training.php

Tuesday, 7/28/2026 GELDS Foundations: Cognitive Development and General Estelle Rothwell
6:00 p.m. — 800 p.m. Knowledge Domain/Preschool BFTS Approved
Free This training introduces early learning workforce professionals who Trainer
work with preschoolers to the cognitive processes and general
Webinar knowledge domain of the Georgia Early Learning and Development
Standards (GELDS). It provides an overview of the organizational
structure and standards in the domain, along with an opportunity for
collaborative discussion about how these standards align with
developmentally appropriate practice. This training will help
professionals link many common behaviors to opportunities for cognitive
development.
Tuesday, 8/4/2026 Indoor Large Motor Play for the Classroom Polly Raike
6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. Good gross motor skills are essential because the body develops from BFTS Approved
$10 large moments such as control of the arms and the legs to small, isolated Trainer
movements that include the hands and fingers.
Webinar
Thursday, 8/13/2026 Dinner & a Training Dianne Fitchlee
6:00 a.m. — 9:00 p.m. & Alicia Mills
$15 Driving the Energy Bus: BFTS Approved
Creating a positive culture in your ECE program Trainers
Get on the Bus! This training, inspired by the book The Energy Bus, by
Albany State University- Jon Gordon, will explore how attitudes, mindsets, and daily interactions
West - ].Zlv.ent 'Center directly impact staff morale, team cohesion, and ultimately, outcomes for
2400 Gillionville Rd children and families. Attendees will leave equipped to "drive their own
Albany, GA 31707 bus" with purpose, creating an environment where educators feel
. inspired, supported, and committed to excellence in early childhood
Dinner served at 6:00 p.m. education.
Saturday, 8/15/2026 CPR/First Aid Judy Gaines,
9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. American Heart Association Certified Instructor
$60 Learn how to recognize and alleviate airway obstructions and the signs,

Albany State University-

symptoms, and corrective action for a stroke or heart attack. Also, learn
to recognize and treat minor medical emergencies.

West
2400 Gillionville Rd
Albany, GA 31707
Thursday, 8/20/2026 Speaking Out for Those Who Can't Sandra Jackson
7:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. This training is about identifying and preventing child abuse. It teaches BFTS Approved
$10 the participants how to recognize, prevent, and report child abuse. Trainer
Remember YOU are a mandated reporter.
Webinar
Saturday, 8/22/2026 Language and Literacy Rich Environments for Dianne Fitchlee
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Preschool Classrooms & Alicia Mills
$20 Join us to learn how to create a language and literacy rich environment BFTS Approved
through fun activities and make and take ideas. Teachers will walk away Trainers

Bright Futures of Columbus
1342 17™ St
Columbus, GA 31901

with items they have created and can use in their classrooms right away!

***This training meets the Language & Literacy requirement per
BFTS




Saturday, 8/22/2026

Teamwork with A Purpose

Sandra Jackson

9:00 a.m. —4:00 p.m. The purpose of this training on Teamwork with A Purpose, is to BFTS Approved
$30 facilitate better communication; and to emphasize the importance of Trainer
working together. The participants will offer ideas, concerns, and share
Super Saturday!!! various kinds of input. They will utilize the shared data to form the
activities. They will be working together as a team to reach a common
Brantley’s Busy Bee goal to create a successful outcome.
Learning Center
4628 Bloomfield Road Creating A Literacy-Rich Environment for Preschool/Pre-K
Macon, GA 31206 A literacy-rich environment in early childhood education lays a
foundation that supports language development, emergent literacy,
writing skills, and reading. This training helps providers and educators
create an inclusive literacy-rich environment for preschool and Pre-K,
including special needs and dual language learners. Participants will
design and execute translanguaging activities to integrate into their
literacy-rich environment.
Tuesday, 9/8/2026 Can I Play? Looking at Children's Development through Play Polly Raike
6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. Join us to learn how to develop children's social, emotional, and BFTS Approved
$10 physical skills through play and why they are so important. Trainer
Webinar
Thursday, 9/17/2026 Impact of Home Language on English Development Sandra Jackson
7:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. This training demonstrates the importance of supporting and BFTS Approved
$10 understanding the Dual Language Learner (DLL) and the impact of Trainer
home language within ECE programs. It provides an awareness of
Webinar cultural affairs, customs, and home, trust, and strengthening for the
families and the ECE programs.
Saturday, 9/19/2026 Self-Created Activities Sandra Jackson
9:00 a.m. —4:00 p.m. This training will provide providers with a self-created book of diverse, BFTS Approved
$30 age and developmentally appropriate activities. These activities will be Trainer

Super Saturday!!!

Maggie Campbell’s
Gingerbread House
Learning Center

suitable for implementation in their classroom and outdoors at any time,
especially during a crisis such as outbreaks of diseases like Hand, Foot,
and Mouth Disease, Measles, RSV, etc. By having this book available,
providers will have activities ready and accessible at any time, including
if a crisis occurs.

719 South Ridge Ave Ethical Behavior in Early Childhood Education
Tifton, GA 31794 This course provides a foundation for ethics and gives an overview of
the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct. This course will prompt providers
to take a closer look at both their work and professional behavior.
Saturday, 9/19/2026 F.L.IP.IT! Dianne Fitchlee
9:00 a.m. —4:00 p.m. Tired of power struggles, meltdowns, and challenging moments that & Alicia Mills
$30 leave everyone frustrated? Don't FLIP OUT! It's time to FLIP It! and BFTS Approved
discover a positive, relationship-based strategy to help you guide Trainers

Bright Futures of Columbus
1342 17™ St
Columbus, GA 31901

children toward positive solutions and self-regulation.




TRAINING REGISTRATION GUIDELINES

L.

To locate the training calendar and register for the training of your choice, go to www.asurams.edu/ccrr/training.php,
where you can register and submit payment through Eventbrite.

2. Email blasts are sent twice a week as a reminder of upcoming sessions. Please check your email often.

3. Webinars- You must participate in all activities, polls, chats, and breakout sessions during the training to receive a
certificate.

4. You will receive an email with an invitation to join the session along with handouts as attachments on the day of the
weekday training or the day before for a weekend training.

5. When it is time to join the session, you will need to click the link in the email. You may need to download an application
to your computer or phone to join, so please be sure to log in early. Once the application is downloaded, you will be able
to join the session.

6. Upon entering the session, please type your name and the county you work in the chat box.

7. No one is admitted to any training without prior registration and payment if required.

8. Registrations must be received at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled training date.

9. Creditand refunds for cancellations are not allowed. Canceling your registration requires at least a 24-hour notice.

10. If you register for free training and do not attend, your registration for future free training in the future may not be accepted.

11. Be sure to complete the Survey Monkey after each training to let us know your thoughts so we can better serve your

needs.

12. Enjoy, and thanks for attending our training!

For training information and questions, contact Professional Development & Social Media Coordinator, Margo Sanders at

229.500.2897/866.833.3552 or margo.sanders@asurams.edu

What is a PLC?

A PLC is a group of individuals who are collaboratively engaged in concept-driven learning by raising questions that

are relevant to their context and working together to answer those questions. To better understand what a PLC is, it’s

often useful to start with what a PLC is not. A PLC is not a workshop. PLCs honor the expertise within the group and
brings groups of people together to learn.

Secondly, a PLC is not a replacement name for a committee meeting, staff meeting, team meeting, etc. These types
of meetings serve a purpose and have a place in the workplace, but they are not focused on learning as a primary
goal.

What Does this mean for you?
Our Technical Assistance Coordinators offer PLCs as an additional way to provide Professional Development. In
some cases, the PLC session can earn training credit for participants. If you are interested in learning more about
how a PLC can support your growth in quality; please reach out to either your Technical Assistance Coordinator
(TAC) or call our CCR&R office at: 229.500.2895 to relate to someone who can answer your questions.


http://www.asurams.edu/ccrr/training.php
http://margo.sanders@asurams.edu

Like us on Facebook @ccrrofswga & on (@ ccrrofswga

then follow us for the latest highlights, fun activities, updates and scheduled

trainings! And visit: https://www.asurams.edu/ccrr/index.php

Child Care Resource & Referral of Southwest Georgia at Albany

Albany State University

Serving Early Care Professionals Toward Excellence in Quality Child Care

Marsharika Newbill
Office & Accounting Coordinator
229.500.2893

Meribeth Bice
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.854.0978
Dee Hylick
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.809.4067
Alicia Mills
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.854.0064
Beth Fenimore
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.319.4274
Crystal Heard

Lead Technical Assistance & Professional

Learning Community Coordinator
229.894.0081
Angie Morey

Lead Technical Assistance Coordinator

229.854.9515
Cindy Fick
Operations Director
229.854.0930

Margo Sanders
Professional Development &
Social Media Coordinator
229.500.2897
Kerri Chalon
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.854.1225
Shandry Johnson
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.319.3227
Caroline Wood
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.319.3533
Jennifer Taylor
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.449.3314
Zoe Thwaites
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.603.2995

Erin Brazel
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.733.9386

"Focus and win."

Sabrina Dawkins
Systems & Data Management Coordinator
229.500.2894

Maggie Girdler
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.854.1650
Kathi Roberts
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.449.7947
Erica White
Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.894.0070
Cassie Thompson
Lead Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.854.9515
Estelle Rothwell
Lead Technical Assistance Coordinator
229.854.1049

Dianne Fitchlee
Training Director
229.854.1250
Cindy Spann
Executive Director
229.854.9767

This project is funded by Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning, with funding from the federal Child Care and
Development Fund. Albany State University * An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institute
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