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Help your archives build on the success of the past 

by documenting, preserving, and researching the 

rich culture of African Americans. 

Write your own family history and document with 

deeds, photos, marriage license, birth certificates 

and who did what, when, and how. These strug-

gles are important to keep the legacy alive. 

A PAST TO CHERISH, 

A FUTURE TO 

FULFILL... 

DR. JOSEPH WINTHROP HOLLEY 



THE ARCHIVES COLLECTION AT ALBANY STATE UNIVERSITY 

 Albany State University, established 

originally as the Albany Bible and Manual 

Training Institute and supported by private 

and religious organizations, was founded in 

1903 by Joseph Winthrop Holley. The insti-

tute provided religious and manual training for 

African American youths of Southwest Geor-

gia. The mission was to train teachers to teach 

basic academic skills and to train in the trades 

and industries, with special emphasis on domes-

tic science. The institute remained privately 

supported through 1917. 

 In 1917, the institution became a 

state supported, two-year college with a Board 

of Trustees, and its name was changed to Geor-

gia Normal and Agricultural College. Offering 

only a limited program in agriculture, the Col-

lege viewed as its primary purpose the training 

of elementary school teachers. In 1932, the 

Board of Regents was established, and the in-

stitution became a part of the newly established 

University System of Georgia. 

 Albany State College was granted 

University status in July 1996, and the name 

of the institution was changed to Albany State 

University. 

For More History On the Great ASU, visit 

us at the James Pendergrast Memorial Li-

brary/ Archives Department. 

THE HISTORY 
SOME INTERESTING PHOTOS OF 
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The Founder’s Table

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Graduating Class 

of 1938  

 

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

Albany State University, a public HBCU, will be 

recognized as a pre-eminent institution of higher 

education in the University System of Georgia and 

in the Southeastern United States. 

THE PRESIDENTS 

Albany State University… 

During all the impressive growth and development , 

the University has been guided by the following 

presidents: 

Joseph Winthrop Holley, D.D., LL.D. (1903-1943) 

Aaron Brown, Ph.D., LL.D., Ed.D. (1943-1953) 

William H. Dennis, LL.D. (1953-1965) 

Thomas Miller Jenkins, J.D., LL.D. (1965-1969) 

Charles L. Hayes, Ed.D. (1969-1980) 

Billy C. Black, Ph.D. (1980-1996) 

Portia Holmes Shields, Ph.D. (1996-2005) 

Everette J. Freeman, Ed.D. (2005-Present) 

Dr. J. W. Holley  
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