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Algebra In The Work Place

How many of you have gone through high-school and college taking an algebra class?  Many of us have.  How many asked the their teacher the question of  “where am I going to use this in life,” or “ why must I learn this it makes no since.”  We all have asked our teachers this question, and we get the same answer, depends on what type of job you are going to have when you are done with school. Lets look at some jobs that require the know how to work algebra equations in their everyday job tasks.

The very job on the top of the list for having to be able to work our liner equations and polynomials, among other math problems is a math teacher.  Who else do you think taught all the Engineers, Pharmacists, and all other type jobs out there that require the use of algebra. Math teachers have set through classes on top of classes throughout their teaching career taking the time to work out liner equations to the best of their ability and work with students to make sure the not only know how to work the math problems but that they also understand just what they just worked out.  Now, to tell you the truth, I am one that you have to explain to me why something is the way it is. When it came to algebra, and letters starting showing up with numbers, and I couldn’t be told why, I had to understand that its just the way it was going to have to be.  Once you get the hang of working out the problems, math becomes fun again.  

Another type job that requires the knowledge of working out algebra problems would be that of an Aeronautical Engineer.  An aeronautical engineer uses all types of math to help them do their jobs.  They have to use liner equations to help them determine how much of a lift needs to be on the wing of an airplane.  All types of math is used when it comes to aircraft navigation.  Believe it or not, someone has to figure the flight times and fuel requirements before each plane takes flight. This involves algebra equation to figure the time, distance and speed of the aircraft to determine how long it will take the plane to travel from point A to point B.  The pilot has to set down and figure just how much fuel it is going to take him to also get from point A to point B.  Equations and formulas play a very important role in a pilots job.

Who would have thought that air traffic controller would need to use polynomials in their every day life. Air traffic controllers have to determine flight patterns just right to make sure that there are not collisions in the air or during landing. An everyday taxi driver they say uses polynomials to determine how many miles it would take him to drive to earn a certain amount of money.  Polynomials can be used to figure the cost of items you are buying in store to make sure you have to correct amount of money and you do not go over your budget.  People use polynomial everyday and they don’t even realize they are using them.  
According to ‘Ron White with the Chron’, he stated that “ Physical and social scientists, including archaeologists, astronomers, meteorologists, chemists and physicists, need to use polynomials in their jobs. Key scientific formulas, including gravity equations, feature polynomial expressions. These algebraic equations help scientists to measure relationships between characteristics such as force, mass and acceleration. Astronomers use polynomials to help in finding new stars and planets and calculating their distance from Earth, their temperature and other features, according to school-for-champions.com.”

So where ever you look, math is going to play some type of major role in your life.  There will always be something to add, subtract, multiply, divided or a simply equation to figure out.  So have fun with numbers, explore problems and expand your mind to new things.  You can’t go wrong with numbers.
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