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The Positive Aspects of Growing Old
Over 47.8 million people living in the United States are over the age of 65. (“U.S. Census Bureau, “Facts for Features”). That is the equivalent of almost double the whole population of Madagascar. While many Americans fear getting older, the reality of the matter is that getting older presents more opportunities than many people realize. A better outlook on life, a more affectionate atmosphere, and a wide range of government programs all contribute to the advantages presented to the elderly.
Wisdom is a trait people can only hope to possess. An advantage to getting older is most people have already been through the toughest points in their lives and have overcome many obstacles. This wisdom is something they share with children and grandchildren as well as apply to their own life. This makes their life more enjoyable and more carefree than any other age group.  
Not only are senior citizens happier, they are treated with more respect and more affection. Senior citizens receive discounts and even a special holiday. From free coffee, to discounted meals, and special shopping days, senior citizens can save hundreds of dollars a year.
Another way senior citizens can enjoy the financial benefits of getting older is through government programs like social security. This gives the elderly a chance to still be financially independent from their family and friends while not being employed. By using every opportunity presented to them the elderly can remain as financially stable as they were in the many years before.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, the benefits of getting older prevail over all the misconceptions many people have. Senior citizens are happier. They have more time to do the things they could never do before, or they simply relax. They are wiser and have more knowledge than they did in their adolescent age. Combining the mental benefits with all the financial assistance they have available, senior citizens can live the best life possible. These positive aspects make growing old something to look forward to.
