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Why is voting important?
How do you feel about voting? Do you even feel like it is important to you at all? Well, let me tell you why voting is important to each & every individual. This is our country, so we should have a say so in what goes on around us. If we do not do anything about it, we cannot expect for there to be a change. We the people have a right to use our voices, so why not use them? So, why should we vote? We should vote because we fought for the right to be able to vote, also not everyone can vote, & because we need to be able to choose the rights that we want.
I believe we should vote because we fought for the right to be able to vote. Once upon a time, we could not vote so now that we are able to vote we should take it to our best advantage. Americans were not handed the right to vote it had to be fought for. According to Scholastic, “Two hundred years ago, you had to be white, male & wealthy in order to vote.” I am sure to everyone that was not fair because they are not any different from a white wealthy male we are all citizens. We should have a say to who gets elected just like anyone else would. In the older days, it was based on race & now since we are able to vote, every time we are giving a chance to we should because every vote count. That one vote could possibly change a lot rather than not voting at all. I recommend you vote for what you want because at least you know you tried if it does not work out that way.
Another reason we should vote is because not everyone can vote. A lot of citizens are not registered to vote. When I say everyone, I am talking about our younger crowds, the ones who have been convicted of a felony, those who just chose not to, those who are not registered to vote & those who have not been inspired by anybody to register to vote. Most of our younger crowds are not able to vote because they are not old enough, so we should speak up for them as well. Then any citizens that have been convicted of a felony cannot vote as well because of their record. According to Pew, “Forty-four percent of eligible unregistered individuals say they do not want to vote.” By you not wanting to vote you are giving someone else the power to elect someone or pick an issue you will possibly hate. I know a lot of my friends felt that way about Donald Trump, but they were not old enough to vote yet. According to Pew, “Another twenty-seven percent say that they intend to register but have not done so yet, & twenty-five percent say they are unregistered because they have not been inspired by a candidate or issue.” Constantly saying you are going to register to vote & don’t makes it seems as though you are procrastinating. Also, I feel even though you have not been inspired by anybody or any issue you should still register to vote. I understand everyone is different but remember we never had a choice before.
Also, because we need to be able to choose the rights that we want. For example, if you do not vote for the right to having student loans & financial aid can be taken away. Without financial aid & student loans, most students would not be able to pay for school. The students that could not pay out of pocket would be forced to take out regular loans & could put them in a ton of debt & because of the amount of interest you would have to pay back if you do not pay them back in time. For the students that could attend school without financial aid, they would have to pay out of pocket. “According to the College Board's Trends in College Pricing, the 2011-2012 average total costs (including tuition, fees, room, and board) were $17,131 for students attending four-year public colleges and universities in-state and $29,657 out-of-state, and $38,589 for students at four-year private colleges and universities. Assume an additional $4,000 for textbooks, supplies, transportation and other expenses.” Would you agree that is a lot of money to be paying out of pocket? 
So, do you still feel as though voting is not important? I am more than sure I have changed your mind about voting. So please reconsider everyone else when it comes to voting. Speak up when necessary because if not there will never be a change in anything we would like to change about our community or government. Never forget we are the ones who choose whether or not we agree with something. We need to vote because we fought for the right to be able to vote, also not everyone can vote, & because we need to be able to choose the rights that we want. So, go register to vote you need to be able to use your voice for things like these.






[bookmark: _GoBack]Sources
1. Baldassaro, Fred. “Why Are Millions of Citizens Not Registered to Vote?” Stateline, 21 June 2017, www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/issue-briefs/2017/06/why-are-millions-of-citizens-not-registered-to-vote.
2. Olson, Tod. “History: The Right to Vote | Scholastic.” Scholastic Publishes Literacy Resources and Children's Books for Kids of All Ages, www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/history-right-vote/.
3. Kantrowitz, Mark. “FinAid | Calculators | College Cost Projector.” FinAid | Withholding Academic Transcripts and Diplomas, www.finaid.org/calculators/costprojector.phtml.
