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Quantitative Reasoning

Quantitative Reasoning

“The Quantitative Reasoning domain tests your ability to use numbers and mathematical
concepts to solve mathematical problems, as well as your ability to analysis data presented in a
variety of ways, such as in tables or graph form.”[ Britannica, 2017] Because of this, I have
chosen to use the concept of ‘quantitative reasoning’ as my topic for this written essay. Most

specifically, I will use the ‘probability theory” as it relates to a very dramatic event in my life.

Before taking this class, my knowledge on the subject of ‘quantitative reasoning was very
little. In fact, I have read passages and research material which pertained to ‘quantitative
reasoning’ in various concepts. I never had given it much thought as to how it would be relevant
in my life. Since I have begun to take this course; I have gained a better understanding of what
this form of reasoning is and its purpose. “The Probability Theory is a mathematical model for
phenomenal (experiments) whose occurrence is not certain.”[ math, 2017] However, this

particular theory became very relevant in an important period in my life.

“The Probability Theory, a branch of mathematics concerned with the analysis of random
phenomena. The outcome is considered to be determined by chance.”[Siegmund, D. 2016.] I
found the significance in this theory as it relates to the time when my daughter Amilliah was
born. Millie, her nickname I sometimes call her was the perfect example of my using reasoning
without even realizing it. To make my point more clearly, I will have to give a bit more of the
details surrounding the events of Millie’s circumstances. She was born on January 13, 2016;
which is very ironic because I have always been superstitious of the number thirteen. However
on this particular day it seemed to be some truth to the ‘13" ‘being unlucky. To make a long

story shorter, on that particular day of her birth; many unforeseen mysteries were unanswered.
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Millie came into the world not like most new babies. Her body was very small even
though she was actually a full term baby. She was still and limp even after the hospital staff
were tugging and making fuses over the new arrival. Her the white of her eyes were yellow-
green, she appeared to be weak, and did not even make a crying sound. After all this everything
surrounding this beautiful event became filled with gloom and despair. Millie was diagnosed
with liver failure; then after ‘Cat Scans” it was discovered that she her gallbladder and bowel
ducts were all missing. After receiving all this devastating news, I began to ask the questions
things. Why did this happen to my precious baby? Without even being aware of what I was
doing; this was actually me using ‘Quantitative Reasoning’. To be even more specific, I was

also using a form of ‘probability theory’.

After getting over the shock, I began to research what was happening with my daughter.
I research what could have caused her to be born without these organs. I started to questions if
maybe these conditions were genetic, or if maybe I could have done something different during
my pregnancy. But of course I later found that none of these things were the cause. After using
much reasoning and finally accepting the answers as to what was going on; I became stronger
with knowledge. It was then I realized that what happened was mostly an act of circumstances
having to do with probability and not reasoning at all. Millie’s condition was an act of chance
and she was just that one out of 5,000 babies to be born this way. This took my reasoning for

why this happened and who was at fault; to understanding that it was neither.

In conclusion, sometimes we do things without even realizing what or how we are doing
it. Even though I really knew very little about ‘Quantitative Reasoning’ or even less about
‘Probability Theory’, I had no idea that they both would play an important role in my everyday
life. Using reasoning and probability to help me to accept what was happening to Amilliah, gave
me the strength I needed to stay focused on getting her the treatment she needed. Amilliah
became a liver transplant recipient at the age of five months. It was a long and difficult journey,
and she is now doing normal things which seemed impossible. For that I am more appreciative
for taking this course; probably more so than others. Who would have thought Math or more

specific ‘Quantitative Reasoning’ would have been so relevant in my everyday life.




