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Mediterranean Twins

Greece and Italy are often thought of together because of their many similarities. A person could argue that their cultures have influenced civilizations all over the world. However, the two countries have intriguing elements that set them apart. While Greece and Italy are both Mediterranean countries, there are many differences between the two cultures.

The first difference between the two countries is the geography. Even though Greece and Italy are both near a body of water and mountain ranges, their terrains contrast.  Italy has the benefit of Mt. Vesuvius which produces fertile land, but Greece has hilly countryside that makes growing crops difficult. However, both Greece and Italy were suitable to grow olives and produce wine (N.S.Gill). 
In addition to the geography, the civilization between the two countries has similarities and differences as well. Greece was established several hundred years before Italy was. Rome specifically is believed to have developed its civilization from Greece’s. As a result, the countries’ politics, government, and social classes were very similar. Both Greece and Rome were known for their exquisite architecture, but the cultures used different materials in their building style (Victoria). 
Unlike the geography and civilization, the  countries’ religions had more similarities than differences. Mythology played an important role in ancient Greece. The Greeks’ religious rituals gave meaning to their every day life (History.com Staff).  “It is believed the stories from Greek culture were adopted by the Romans with minor changes to names and certain situations.” Greeks focused on the present, but the Romans focused more on the afterlife (Victoria).
Despite the many similarities between Greece and Italy, their culture has differences that set the countries apart.  Italy is mostly flat compared to Greece’s hilly countryside, but they are both next to a body of water.  Even though Italy’s civilization was derived from Greece’s, Italy’s architecture and religion were different. For the most part, the Mediterranean twins are very similar, but the differences they have make the countries unique. 
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