operating funds, the law stipulated that local authorities
would need to finance capital construction. In response to
local support, the Dougherty County School Board
authorized a bond issue of 1.6 million dollars with which to
finance the purchase and development of 100 acres of land
and the construction of the first five buildings of the college.

In 1965, the Board of Regents appointed Dr. B. R. Tilley to
serve as the college’s first president, and he would remain in
the office until 1989. When doors officially opened in 1966,
620 students enrolled in the new Albany Junior College.

In the following years, the College grew quickly and
succeeded in serving both of its primary student populations.
Students transferring to four-year institutions typically saw
an increase in their grade point averages, and career-program
students required to take a licensing exam consistently earned
among the highest pass rates in the state.

In 1987, the USG removed the word Junior from all of its
two-year institutions. A committee made up of people from
the faculty, staff, student body, and community drew upon an
Old English word meaning “town by the water” and created
the new name, Darton College.

Continuity forms an important part of Darton’s history. In
1989, the USG appointed Dr. Peter Sireno to replace the
retiring Dr. Tilley. Like his predecessor, Dr. Sireno served
the institution for more than twenty years, overseeing a
period of intense growth.

As part of its mission to serve its students and the region,
Darton College committed to expanding its programs in
nursing and the health sciences, expanding to 13 programs.
As a result of this and other initiatives, such as the expansion
of online programs, enrollment more than doubled after the
year 2000. In this period, the campus facilities also grew,
including the addition of a 427-seat theater and a massive
physical education complex, among other improvements.

In the last decades, Darton developed a thriving campus
culture. In response to increased enrollment and interest, the
College broke ground on two residence halls. Sports played
amajor role in student life, drawing students from across the
country and around the globe. Between 1998 and 2016,
Darton won 48 regional and nine national championships.

In its first 50 years, Darton College evolved to support the
needs of a community that was changing in its demography
and in its values. The college’s first class, in 1966, included
no minorities. In its last decade as Darton College,
approximately half of the more than 6,000 graduates was
minority.

In 2012, upon USG approval of the College’s first four-year
program, in nursing, the institution’s name was again
changed, to Darton State College.

The New Albany State University
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In the years before the two institutions consolidated, the
missions of Albany State University and Darton State College
had converged.

Both campuses committed to delivering world-class education
with investments in faculty and instructional technology. Each
reached out to students local and distant through the creation of
online learning platforms. Both emphasized nursing and the
health sciences in response to the needs of the population of
southwest Georgia. Both schools recognized the needs of non-
traditional students and responded with expanded programs
and flexible course schedules at the graduate, bachelor,
associate, and certificate level. And each campus engaged in
the community, creating student learning opportunities off
campus and building partnerships with schools, local
businesses, and national corporations.

The new Albany State University is committed to sustaining
the missions of both of its predecessors, honoring its legacy of
service to the African American community and providing
access to any citizen seeking a path to education, career
enhancement, or personal enrichment.

Vision Statement

Albany State University will be a world-class comprehensive
university and a powerful catalyst for the economic growth and
development of Southwest Georgia. ASU will be recognized
for its innovative and creative delivery of excellent educational
programs, broad-based community engagement and public
service, and creative scholarship and applied research, all of
which enrich the lives of the diverse constituencies served by
the University.

Mission Statement

Albany State University, a proud member institution of the
University System of Georgia, elevates its community and
region by offering a broad array of graduate, baccalaureate,
associate, and certificate programs at its main campuses in
Albany as well as at strategically-placed branch sites and
online. Committed to excellence in teaching and learning, the
University prepares students to be effective contributors to a
globally diverse society, where knowledge and technology
create opportunities for personal and professional success.
ASU respects and builds on the historical roots of its
institutional predecessors with its commitment to access and a
strong liberal arts heritage that respects diversity in all its forms
and gives all students the foundation they need to succeed.
Through creative scholarship, research, and public service, the
University’s faculty, staff, students, and administrators form
strategic alliances internally and externally to promote
community and economic development, resulting in an
improved quality of life for the citizens of southwest Georgia
and beyond.

Guiding Principles
Aspire to Excellence



