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Atlanta — December 9, 2016

Today, the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia (USG) Media Contact
granted final approval for the creation of the new Albany State University

from the consolidation of Albany State University (ASU) and Darton State Sonja Roberts
College (DSC). 404-962-3050

s ey . communications@usg.edu
The board approved a resolution consolidating ASU and DSC effective

January 1,2017. The board recognizes the many strengths both

institutions bring to the new ASU. The new ASU builds upon the HBCU Browse Releases by
mission to serve an increasingly diverse student population and Category
community and will continue to serve the access mission, offering

workforce related degrees. Both institutions were key business and * Albany State University
community partners; the new ASU will expand on those partnerships for + Darton State College

the benefit of the region and state. + Board of Regents Actions

+ Board of Regents Meetings

"The University System of Georgia is committed to the Albany community 'Campus Consoiidations

and to serving southwest Georgia,” said USG Chancellor Hank

Huckaby. “The new Albany State University represents a long-term
investment to better serve students, faculty and staff through public higher
education focused on the needs and opportunities for today and well into
the future.”

Dr. Arthur Dunning, current president of Albany State, will serve as
president of the newly consolidated Albany State University.

"This is a joyous occasion. The combined strengths of Albany State
University and Darton State College support the university’s vision of being
a world-class institution,” said Dunning. “Our mission is to prepare current
and future students to be effective contributors to a globally diverse
society, and we are confident in our ability to do that as we move toward a
bright and promising future.”

The board's action today follows the required approval by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC)
of the Albany State consolidation plans, which happened earlier this week.
With the Board action, Albany State begins operating as the new institution
with an expanded mission and degree offerings.

Huckaby announced his recommendation for the Albany State
consolidation in November 2015, which the Board of Regents approved.

“As the System’s seventh consolidation, this one presents unique
opportunities to greatly impact the region,” said USG Executive Vice
Chancellor for Strategy and Fiscal Affairs Shelley Nickel. “This
consolidation is truly focused on doing what's best for the citizens of the
region, both educationally and economically.”

USG Vice Chancellor for Organizational Effectiveness John Fuchko added,
"We are especially thankful to the ASU/DSC Consolidation Implementation




