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DR. PETER J. SIRENC

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

In 1966 Darton College, formerly known as Albany Junior College, opened its
doors with the purpose of providing an opportunity for educational and cultural
fulfillment for all persons regardless of race, creed, color, sex or national ori-
gin. From this fundamental purpose and extremely humble beginnings, Darton
College has exploded.

Our first Master Plan was approved in May of 2002,

Today, our enroliment exceeds 5,000. Our physical plant has tripled in size. Darton
College is recognized nationally in academic programs, athletics and technology.
The objectives in our first Master Plan have all been accomplished.

Therefore, in 2008, collabeorations between members of the faculty, staff, and
students began to create a Master Plan that will prepare Darton College for the
next five to ten years of the 21st century. This piece contains hours of intense
research, deliberation, and dialogue.

The Master Plan of 2009 allows Darton College to incur continued enroliment -
growth, expand our unparalleled efforts in the health science fields, and evolve

as a residential campus. This plan will agsist Darton in continuing to lead the path

nationally in the area of technology, the health sciences, and intercollegiate ath-

letics. The campus will expand further south as well as east. The expansion will

transform our academic core, fine arts, student life, and ecological setting.

Vision for excellence, dedication to quality academics, and undeterred passion for
Darton College have driven the creation of this Master Plan. Today, Darton College is
committed to improving the quality of life both locally and globally through higher edu-
cation. | encourage you to peruse our Master Plan. You will benefit from the enormous
contribution Darton College is making to your community.
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THE PECAN GROVE

OVERVIEW

Darton Collegeis atwo-year community college in the University System of Georgia,
The College emphasizes vibrancy, exemplary teaching, a student-centered
approach, and aims to provide students with a well-rounded experience including
athletics, fine arts, and weliness. The campus is located on a large 180 acre site
on Gillionville Road, 4.1 miles west of downtown Albany. Eleven principal build-
ings contain 315,000 assignahle square feet of academic, administrative and
student support space.

In 2009, enrolliments at the College reached 5,000 headcount students. For the
purposes of the master plan, the College established a target which doubles this
enroliment to 10,000 students.

New facilities will be required tc meet this target:

1. Academic buildings supplying classrooms, teaching laboratories, and offices total-
ing approximately 220,000 GSF will be needed. Funding realities may require that
this be phased as four buildings, each between 50,000 and 60,000 GSF. These
figures suppose a major shift in policy—creating significant collaboration space for
parl-time faculty. It is essential this collabaraticn space be open, flexible, and com-
munity oriented.

. Additional library and meadia needs suggest a major library expansion of approxi-
mately 60,000 GSF. Increasingly student life and library functions are being com-
bined in a single facility. Future library and student center growth should be con-
sidered together with likely significant space savings. For this reason, no further
student center expansion beyond the currently proposed student center adidition is
recommended. Additional student life needs should be considered when planning
the library expansion.

N

3. The existing physical plant facility is old, and needs to be replaced, preferably out-
side of the core campus. The relocated facility will nead to replace whatever is lost
from the current facility. General College storage needs will also continue to grow.
The recommendation for the replacement plant facility and campus-wide storage
needs is for approximately 50,000 GSF.

4. A student health clinic is indicated. The need is for approximately 2,300 ASF. This
is too small for a stand-alone facility on the core campus. The health clinic should
be incorporated with another building project in the core campus, perhaps the
stuclent center.

5. The College will require several new recreation fields.
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6.

7.

The College is planning to house 1,500 students in on-campus residential units.
This will require the addition of approximately 1,300 beds.

Parking needs on the campus will be approximately 2,400 spaces.

The master plan provides a framework for accommodating this growth, and relies
on the following key concepts:

1.

(%3]

There is sufficient land on the campus to accommodate the additional acacemic
buildings, student housing, recreation facilities and parking. In fact, the current land
holdings could likely accommodate significantly more than 10,000 students.

. The master plan for the growth of Darton College is characterized by three principal

land use districts: academic, recreation, and housing.

. The existing compact pedestrian academic core is preserved with growth cen-

tered on a new academic quadrangle to the east, adjacent to the Albany Museum
property. The new library expansion will front the campuses main quadrangle at the
heart of the campus. The master plan envisages a magnificent glass atrium space
for the library.

. The academic core is connected Lo the residential student village by strong pedes-

trian landscape moves which use the recreation district as a transitional zone.
The proposed Student Village frames a series of linked landscaped cuadrangles
focused on a small pond.

. The master plan creates inner and outer loop roads that promote clarity and sim-

plicity of vehicular transportation while minimizing the impact of the automobile on
the academic core.

. The signature welcoming character of the existing campus, heautifully expressed

by the existing orchard of pecan trees on the north side of the campus, is aug-
mented to frame the entire academic core and to extend this landscapa quality thru
“green fingers” stretching into the large commuter parking area.
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The signature welcoming character of the existing campus,
beautifully expressed by the existing orchard of pecan trees
on the north side of the campus, is augmented to frame the
entire academic core. ..
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HISTORY OF THE CAMPUS

Darton College is a two-year community college in the University System of
Georgia located in Albany, Georgia. The College was established in April of 1963
as Albany Junior College. Albany’s citizens gave $1.6 million for the purchase of
the original 100-acre sile and construction of five initial buildings. The College’s
first classes were offered in 1966. In 1987, the Board of Regents of the University
System of Georgia removed the “junior” designation from all junior college names,
and a committee of faculty, staff, students and community members selected
Darton as the College’'s new name. The word is old English, and means "town by
the water.” It was chosen because of Albany’s presence on the Flint River. The
Darton College campus now consists of 180 acres, and eleven major buildings
with construction currently under way for two significant new facilities. From its
initial enroliment of 620 students in 1966, the College has grown fo a record
enrollment of 5,019 students from 28 states and 44 couniries in 2009.
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THE CAMPUS TODAY

Darton College emphasizes vibrancy, exemplary teaching, and a student-cen-
tered approach. The College values diversity and inclusion, and is a resource
not just for students, but for the community. Darton’s goal is to provide slu-
dents with a well-rounded experience including athletics, fine arts, and wellness.
The College has a particular emphasis on technology. Other key altributes are
quality, affordability, accessibility, and partnerships with business, industry, and
other educational institutions. The College recognizes that education is a life-long
process, and is committed to providing the community with continuing
education opportunities.

The existing campus is located on Gillionville Road, 4.1 miles west of downtown
Albany. Eleven principal buildings contain 315,000 assignable square feet of
academic, administrative and student support space within the academic core.
The College has outstanding sports and recreation facilities including a 103,000
assignable square feet Physical Education Building containing a gymnasium,
pool and fitness facilities. The College is also home to major baseball, tennis,
soccer, softball, and challenge course facilities. Building A, the former adminis-
tration building is under renovation as an Information Technology and Distance
Learning facility and a new Nursing building is under construction. The first 210
beds of student housing are nearing completion on Foundation land immediately
adjacent to the south side of the campus. In the future the College hopes to
acquire the existing Albany Museum of Art Building located on an adjoining site.

A desirable land use pattern exists characterized by a compact pedestrian aca-
demic core with campus roads and parking located on the perimeter of the
academic core. The existing Physical Education building and outdoor playfields
adjoin the academic facilities to the south. The land use pattern presents a very
distinctive open welcoming character from its principal entry along Gillionville
Road by virtue of a beautiful broad lawn and pecan orchard.

The existing vehicular circulation system consists of two concentric loop roads.
One encircles the academic core and the second encircles the commuter parking
and playfields.
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EXSISTING CIRCULATION EXSISTING BUILDING USE .

ADMINISTRATION

LIBRARY

SCIENCE, ALLIED HEALTH

SOCIAL SCIENCE, BUS, NURSING
HUMANITIES

STUDENT CENTER

ALLIED HEALTH, COMMUNITY SERVICE
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

COMPUTER SERVICES/IT

STUDENT HOUSING
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Adesirable land use patlerm exists characterized by

acompact pedestrian academic core with campus
[ roads and parking located on the perimeter of the
academic core.







J BUILDING

MASTER PLANNING PROCESS

In September 2008, Darton College engaged Sasaki Associates to collaboratively
develop the campus' second official master plan. The resulting plan represents a
collaboration of the College and consultant. The College formed a highly repre-
sentative master planning committee and an executive team comprised of senior
leadership. Both groups met regularly with Sasaki, providing valuable ideas and
feedback, and helping to shape an organic plan that reflects Darton’s mission
and identity.

Sasaki made four visits to the campus during the master planning process. The
first visit centered on site reconnaissance and information gathering. Sasaki
met both individually and collectively with the master planning committee, and
investigated the College's mission, facility needs, character, identity, challenges,
and most valued qualities. During the second visit, Sasaki presented alternative
visions of the College's physical development, created out of ideas suggested in
the initial discussions. During a lively worksession, the master planning commit-
tee and Sasaki identified the best attributes of the two alternatives, and forged
the outline of a preferred direction for the College’s future growth. Sasaki refined
this preferred direction, and presented back to the College for further input dur-
ing the third campus visit. The evolving plan met with an enthusiastic response
from the campus community, who provided a last round of comments. The com-
pleted master plan was presented during the final campus visit in March of 2009.
All who participated were excited and energized about the College’s future.

darton college master plan executive summary = introduction
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PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

To meet the target of 10,000 students, Sasaki investigated both current needs
at the College, and additional needs required to meet the propeosed doubling of
the student population.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: PLANNING ASSUMPTIONS

TODAY FUTURE

HC FTE HC  FTE
STUDENTS 4,888 3,176 10,000 6,498
FACULTY 358 141 732 289
STAFF 259 201 530 411

ACADEMIC

Sasaki estimated space needs in various categories of use lype using
national and regional space standards, principally the University System of
Georgia Template guidelines which have updated the Council for Education
Facility Planners, International (CEFPI) guidelines to incorporate contemporary
teaching methods.

INSTRUCTIONAL SPACE

Darton makes intensive use of its instructional space in the morning hours
between 8 am and 1 pm, achieving a rate of 70% which exceeds the CEFPI and
Georgia template recommendation of 65%. As an access institution, there is
also a significant night time peak in classroom usage. Darton’s current average
room utilization for a typical class day between 8 am and 5 pm is 55%, primarily
due to a significant drop in use between 2 pm and 6 pm. Because of the unique
character of an access institution with very heavy morning and evening use, but
with an afternoon Iull reflecting students’ work and family commitments, Sasaki
recommends a room utilization target of 60% between 8 am and 5 pm.

With respect to station occupancy between 8 am and 5 pm, Darton is extremely
efficient at filling seats, averaging approximately 71% station occupancy. The
CEFPI and Georgia Template target is 65%. In this case, the higher rate of seat
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TEACHING LABORATORY

fill is evidence of efficient use of space, and as a result no
recommendation is made to decrease the average seat fill.

The current average station size for Darton is approximately
20.6 ASF. This number is within the CEFPI range for gen-
eral use classrooms. As modern pedagogy shifts towards
more group interaction and technology intensive instruction,
CEFPI and the Georgia Template recommend a significant-
ly larger station size of 24 ASF and 26 ASF respectively.
Obviously, it is not practical to re-engineer all existing class-
rooms, but the higher standard would allow for some de-
crowding of existing classrooms and should be considered
when constructing new facilities. For these reasons, Sasaki
recommends the Georgia Template standard of 26 ASF.

Given these data points, the recommendation for current
classroom need is 18,174 ASF. The College currently has
19,570 ASF of classroom space (with a further 6,198 ASF
planned in the new Nursing building). This suggests the

CLASSROOM

College is well positioned to increase course offerings, and
by extension increase enrollment, without necessarily imme-
diately needing additional classroom space, assuming scme
improvement in utilization can be achieved. In order to teach
10,000 students, the College will need an additional 13,000
assignable square feet of classroom space.

For teaching labs, CEFPI recommends a room utilization
rate of 40%. Darton’s current average room utilization rate
between eight and five Monday through Thursday is approx-
imately 38%, very close to the target (it is 41% between 8
am and 1 pm). The 40% target reflects the fact that stu-
dents often need to use the labs for project work outside of
scheduled class time, and that some of these facilities, such
as dedicated engineering labs, have specialized uses which
make them impractical for general science education.

The CEFPI guideline target for seat occupancy in teaching
labs is 75%, primarily because lab spaces are expensive



BEACH PARTY

to construct, and the standards therefore seek to promole
their efficient use. The Georgia template recommendation
is slightly higher at 80%. Darton's current seat occupan-
cy is approximately 62% between 8 am and 5 pm. Again,
the template recommendation may not be achievable for
Darton, given its role as an access institution. For this rea-
son, Sasaki recommends a compromise seat fill at the
" CEFPI level of 75%.

On average, Darton’s labs are undersized on a per-seat
basis. The average station size for Darton is currently
approximately 45 ASF. While there are discipline-specific
variations, on average the guidelines suggest this station
size could be closer to 65 ASF, or in the case of the Georgia
template, 70 ASF. Sasaki used this larger number in making
its projections.

Given these data points, the recommendation for current
teaching lab space need is 27,831 ASF. This calculation

FOUNTAIN

excludes nursing labs and specialized Allied Health labs
which must be accounted for separately. The specialized
Allied Health needs are for Diagnostic Medical Sonography,
Cardiovascular Technology, Health Information Technology,
Polysomnography, and Biomedical Technology. Each of
these labs should be approximately 1,000 ASF. The College
currently has 29,257 ASF of teaching lab space with a fur-
ther 2,618 ASF planned in the new Nursing building. This
suggests the College has a small deficit in lab space, pri-
marily the specialized allied health labs. To meet the tar-
get of 10,000 students, the College will need approxi-
mately 53,000 additional assignable square feet of teaching
lab space.

28
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OFFICE SPACE

Current Darton practice is not to assign office space for part-time faculty, and to
assign only a workstation for part-time staff. Full-time faculty and staff all receive
offices. Sasaki recommends a change in this policy. Pari-time faculty play an
increasingly important role at the College, and their numbers are likely to increase
in the future. In order to facilitate their contribution to the University community,
Sasaki recommends the creation of a highly energized collaboration zone where
these faculty members can interact with one another and with students. This
space is deliberately not intended to be conventional office space located along
a double-loaded corridor with a series of closed doors. Instead, it is imagined
as an active open flexible area which promotes the free flow of ideas. Part-time
faculty are not envisaged to have assigned places within this space, but are
assumed to be highly portable, and able to “dock” into any open station. Given
this vision, computations are made supposing 50 ASF per part-time facuity mem-
ber. Assuming the typical office (including service and common space) is 155
ASF (the CEFPI recommendation), and that workstations for part-time stalf aver-
age 70 ASF, the office space need for Darton, including the collaboration zone, is
72,595 ASF. Darton currently has approximately 54,069 ASF in office space (with
5,206 ASF planned for the new Nursing building). This deficit contains approxi-
mately 12,000 ASF for the collaboration zone. The remaining need —once work
is completed on the Nursing Building and the Old Administration Building —will be
for approximately 21 workstations for part-time staff (including these two build-
ings the College currently has 350 stations for the 259 full-time faculty and staff
members and the 112 part-time staff members). To meet the need at 10,000
students, assuming student-faculty and student-staff ratios remain constant,
Darton will require approximately 76,000 assignable square feet of additional
office space.

25
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OTHER FACILITY NEEDS

1. Darton’s current library is under-sized. In addition, the College has a deficit in media
production space as calculated by the CEFPI guidelines

2. The College has spectacular athletics and recreation facilities that put it far in advance
of most peer institutions. In addition, the College does not have separate space for
inter-collegiate athletics. Rather, recreation and intercollegiate athletics share the
sama facilities. The guidalines were established to specifically exclude inter-col-
legiate athletic spaces, and are therefore difficult to apply to Darton College. For
these reasons, the guidelines reflect a surplus in recreation and athletic spaces. No
additional building program is therefore recommencded to meet the 10,000 student
goal except for some additional changing rooms, and a recreational pool complex
for residential students. Additional recreation fields will be required.

5. Student life space needs are not easily measured by guidelines, because these
spaces are often fungible. The guidelines suggest the College currently has short-
ages in assembly and dining spaces. Many of these needs will be met by the pro-
posed student union addition.

4. The existing physical plant facilities should be replaced because of age and condli-
tion. These facilities are currently just under 19.000 ASF.

5. The College has recognized a need for student health or clinic space.

darton college master plan executive summary = program requirements



PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS (ASF)
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TEACHING LAB

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS FOR 10,000 STUDENTS

ACADEMIC 220K gsf

LIBRARY, MEDIA, STUDENT LIFE 60K gsf

PLANT AND STORAGE (INCLUDING
REPLACEMENT)

HEALTH 2.3K asf

50K gsf



BUILDING PROGRAM FOR 10,000 STUDENTS

Given these various needs, Sasaki worked with the College to formulate a recom-
mended program for new buildings. The program is as follows:

29

1. The projections suggest the need for 142,680 ASF of academic space (classroom,
lab, and office). Assuming a net-to-gross of 65%, this gives a need for academic
building totaling approximately 220,000 GSF. Funding realities may require thal
this be phased as four buildings, each between 50,000 and 60,000 GSF. Note
that these figures suppose a major shift in policy—creating significant collaboration
space for part-time faculty. It is essential this collaboration space be open, flexible,
and able to generate community. The recommendation is most certainly not for the
College to construct large office buildings.

2. Additional library and media needs total approximaiely 39,137 ASF. Assuming the
same 65% net-to-gross, this suggests a major library expansion of approximately
60,000 GSF,

3. Increasingly student life and library functions are being combined in a single facil-
ity, Guidelines like CEFPI tend to over-inflate the need in these two areas, because
the guidelines were established prior to the development of the trend. As a result,
future library and student center growth should be considerad together with likely
significant space savings. For this reason, we do not recommend further student
center expansion beyond the currently proposed student center addition. These
additional student life needs should be considered when planning the major library
expansion.

4, The existing physical plant facility is old, and its current location is needed for expan-
sion of community parking, preferably outside of the core campus. The relocated
facility will need to replace whatever is lost from the current facility. General College
storage needs will also continue to grow. The recommendation for the replacement
plant facility and campus-wide storage needs is for approximately 50,000 GSF,

5. For the new student health clinic, the guidelines suggest a small facility; the project-
ed need at 10,000 students is approximately 2,323 ASFE. The health clinic should be
incorporated with another building project in the core campus.

RESIDENTIAL

The College is currently nearing completion on its first 210 beds of student hous-
ing on Foundation land immediately adjacent to the south side of the campus.
The College proposed a target of housing an additional 1,500 students when
enrollment reaches 10,000. The planning assumption is that these housing units
will be suites, each bed needing approximately 350 gross square feet of space.

darton coliege master plan executive summary = program requirements
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PARKING

The College currently has 1,636 spaces as follows:

USER GROUPUSER EXISTING SUPPLY (SURFACE)

STUDENT o
VP e
HANDICAP = 15 S
VISITOR r = —

FACULTY & STAFF TR R 232— -
GRAVEL LOT S i 187
TOTAL 1636

The College undertook several parking counts to determine how many of these
spaces were occupied at peak times. Based on these counts, Sasaki computed
a projected parking need by taking the highest observed count and adding a
10% contingency to ensure thatl spaces would always be available during class
changes and other high-demand times. Using this methodology, the current park-
ing need at Darton is for 1,140 spaces. Prorating this need to 10,000 headcount
students, suggests the need for a total of 2,340 spaces.

Given Darton’s role as an access institution, it is important that students, faculty
and staff have access to convenient parking. However, as Darton matures as an
institution, it is critical the College not function as a “drive-thru™ campus. For this
reason, the master plan strives to provide convenient parking while extending the
quality of the landscape.
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PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: PARKING

PARKING SUPPLY (INCLUDING DIRT LOT) 1,636
PARKING SPACES NEEDED 1,140

NEED AT 10,000 HC 2,340
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KEY CONCEPTS

There is sufficient land on the campus to accommodate the additional aca-
demic buildings, student housing, recreation faciliies and parking. In fact,
the current land holdings could likely accommodate significantly more than
10,000 students.

The master plan for the growth of Darton College is characterized by three prin-
cipal land use districts: academic, recreation, and housing.

The land use concept retains the existing compact pedestrian academic core.

The academic core is connected to the residential student village by
strong pedestrian landscape moves which use the recreational district as a tran-
sitional zone.

The master plan creates inner and outer loop roads that promote clarity
and simplicity of vehicular transportation while minimizing the impact of the auto-
mobile on the academic core.

The signature welcoming character of the existing campus, beautiful-
ly expressed by the existing orchard of pecan trees on the north side of the
campus, is augmented to frame the entire academic core and to extend this
landscape quality thru “green fingers” stretching into the large commuter park-
ing area.

Simple, formal academic quads are created within the academic core, and pro-
vide natural end points for the landscape pedestrian connections.
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ALTERNATIVE 1

Westward expansion of academic core across West Loop
Rd and residential street linking student housing to core
campus

ALTERNATIVE 2

Eastward expansion of academic core embracing the Albany
Art Museum property and new student residential village cn
Foundation property and central spine



ALTERNATIVES

The key concepts represent principles drawn from the careful study of alternative
campus growth visions, and are the organic product of the planning process.

ACADEMIC FACILITIES

In order to maintain a compact academic core, alternative locations to the east
and west of the existing core were examined. Expansion to the east creates a
new academic quadrangle on undeveloped land adjacent to the existing Albany
Museum. Eastward expansion envisions closing East Loop Perimeter Circle Dr.
to maintain the pedestrian integrity between existing and proposed facilities.
Similarly western expansion of the academic area beyond the new nursing facil-
ity envisions a new quadrangle on the site of the existing campus drive and
playfields. Western expansion would require relocation of the existing racquet-
ball courts and playfields as well as the relocation of West Loop Perimeter
Circle Drive.

STUDENT HOUSING

Two principal alternative locations were explored for the 1,500 new beds of
stuclent housing. One alternative examined a new north/south residenlial street
adjacent to the existing soccer fields from the new Campus Drive to South lLopp
Perimeter Circle Drive. A second alternative explored the creation of a Student
Village on Foundation land along the southern border of the campus.

ATHLETICS AND RECREATION

The program for new sports and recreation facilities includes a new outdoor
Olympic pool and diving well, additional soccer and general purpose recreation
fields and a proposed new track facility. Several locations adjacent to the existing
Physical Education building were explored for the pool complex to take advan-
tage of existing locker and shower facilities. Alternatives were explored for the
location of a track facility in the area of the existing soccer fields.

VEHICULAR CIRCULATION AND PARKING

The existing vehicular circulation system consists of two concentric loop roads,
One encircles the academic core and the second encircles the commuter park-
ing and playfields. Expansion of the academic core to the east suggested that
East Loop Perimeter Circle Drive be closed to through traffic. Western expansion
would require relocation of West Loop Perimeter Circle Drive and the existing
recreation facilities. The College plans to extend Meadowlark Drive south along
the eastern boundary of the campus to the new Campus Drive on the southern
campus boundary which exits on to Westover Boulevard,
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THE PLAN

LAND USE

The master plan for the growth of Darton College is characterized by three prin-
cipal land use districts; an academic district, a sports and recreation district and
a student residential district. The land use concept retains the existing compact
pedestrian academic core by creating a new academic quadrangle immediately
to the east of academic buildings |, B, and J. The pedestrian characler of the
expanded core campus has been retained by the removal of East Loop Campus
Drive between existing facilities and the Albany Museum. Additional athletic and
recreation facilities have been placed south of the recreation center, Building
E. Student housing has been placed south of Campus Drive on Foundation
land and west of the conneclor street to the new student housing. Plant cpera-
tions have been relocated to undeveloped land in the southeast sector of the
existing campus.

A principal feature of the urban design concept is to retain and expand the signa-
ture welcoming character of the existing campus which is beautifully expressed
by the existing orchard of pecan trees on the north side of the campus along
Gillionville Road. The design concept frames the entire academic core within an
orchard of trees extending the shade and welcoming character to the east, west
and south sides of the academic core.

ACADEMIC FACILITIES

A new academic quadrangle is shown east of buildings |, B, and J adjacent to the
Albany Museum property. For phasing purposes, three building modules totaling
220,000 gross square feet with three stories in the two northern modules and
four stories in the southern module are illustrated framing a traditional landscape
quadrangle. The section of East Loop Campus Drive between the new quad-
rangle and buildings |, B, and J is removed except for service access in order to
provide uninterrupted pedestrian access to the new quadrangle.

A 60,000 gross square foot expansion is proposed for the library on the south
side of Building K and east of Building G. Building | which presently houses one
of the campus-wide computer laboratories will be removed to accommodate the
library expansion project The new library expansion will front the campus’ main
quadrangle at the heart of the campus.
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STUDENT HOUSING

The College’s first student housing of 200 beds will open in the fall of 2009 on
property controlled by Darton's Foundation. The Master plan illustrates the loca-
tions for an additional 1,500 beds. 1,000 beds are placed in a configuration that
forms a Student Village. The proposed Student Village frames a series of linked
landscaped quadrangles focused on a small pond. An additional 500 beds are
located in the area between the new access road and Westover Boulevard. The
housing in this location is sited in a manner that respects the existing wetlands.
A proposad new club, consisting of a swimming pool, snack bar, and volleyball
courts is located immediately adjacent and is designed to serve the new student
housing. All of the student housing is within a 10 minute walking distance of the
academic core and linked to it by landscaped pedestrian/bicycle ways.

PLANT OPERATIONS

The Plant Operations facilities which consist of office space, storage and yard
space have been relocated to the southeast sector of the property. Approximately
50,000 gross square feet of office, storage and garage space along with 3 acres
of yard space for vehicles and materials is illustrated on the Masler plan. Some of
this storage function will be accommodated in the academic core.

ATHLETICS AND RECREATION

New athletic and recreation facilities are located south of the existing Physical
Education facility, Building E. A new outdoor Olympic pool and diving well have
been placed immediately adjacent to Building E. The adjoining locker and shower
facilities in Building E are proposed to be expanded to accommodate this new
activity. The proposed new track is integrated with the redevelopment of an exist-
ing soccer field. An additional soccer field and recreation fields are shown adja-
cent to the existing lighted soccer field. A series of trails are illustrated through
the existing woodlands which can be utilized for cross country events or general
purpose recreation.
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VEHICULAR CIRCULATION AND PARKING

Vehicular circulation on the existing campus is characterized by a system of two
concentric loop roads; the first encircles the existing academic core and the sec-
ond serves the large commuter parking area on the south side of the campus.
While the existing vehicular circulation system has generally served the campus
well, it does separate the Physical Education Building E from the main body
of the campus. In order to maintain the pedestrian integrity of the academic
core with its expansion to the east and to void the separation of the Physical
Education Building, East Loop Drive and the intervening roadway between the
academic core and Building E are closed. The "inner” loop utilizes Meadowlark
Dr. to the east with a new connection to Westover Boulevard to the west. This
scheme requires the signalization of Meadowlark Dr. with Gillionville Road. The
outer loop extends Meadowlark Dr. to the new Campus Drive serving the student
housing with a second connection to Westover Blvd to the west.

Most of the current parking is provided in a large surface parking area imme-
diately to the south of the academic core. Additional smaller parking areas are
located on the north and west sides of the academic core for faculty and visitors.
Other small parking areas serve the Physical Education building and the sports
fields. Most of these small convenient parking areas remain in the master plan.
The additional parking requirements associated with growth to 10,000 students,
coupled with the location of the new student union and the propesed new land-
scape area on the south side of the academic core, necessitales reconfiguration
of the existing large commuter parking area. The Master plan illustrates the use
of the site of the existing temporary parking lot, plant operations, Building D, and
Warehouse, Building H, for commuter parking. A distinguishing feature of the
proposed new parking is the landscape concept of “green fingers”, pedestrian
ways shaded by a canopy of trees reaching out from the academic core that pro-
vide a safe, shaded, way o academic facilities from the parking lots. Additional
parking is provided at the student housing for residents who have cars. The
Master plan assumes that these students will walk or bike to academic and rec-
reation facilities from their residences.

A comprehensive program of handicap parking is provided convenient to all
building facilities. Convenient service access is available to all buildings from
campus streets.
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OPEN SPACE AND LANDSCAPE

The open space and landscape concept of the Master plan is a response 1o the
College’s location in subtropical south Georgia which places a premium on shade
and short walking distances and the existing distinctive orchard landscape along
Gillionville Rd. The Master plan retains and extends the existing compact, pedes-
trian acacdemic core with building facilities grouped around small landscaped
courtyards shaded with a canopy of trees. The distinctive welcoming character
of the existing pecan orchard along Gillionville Road is extended Lo all sides of
the academic core and in particular to the south face of the campus where the
new student center and existing theatre are located. Shade is extended into
the commuter parking areas through the “green fingers" concept of tree shaded
pedestrian walkways. The “green fingers” are also designed to help reduce the
heat island effect of the large expanses of paving and can provide a location for
a sustainable storm water retention system. Within the existing undeveloped for-
ested areas existing wetlands and old growth trees are preserved.

The Master plan envisions two major landscaped academic quadrangles; first,
the redevelopment of the existing central space with its informal garden char-
acter, gazebo and fish pond inte a more formal traditional quadrangle more in
keeping with its cenfral location in a large College and second, the creation
of a new academic quadrangle to the east framed by the projected new aca-
demic facilities. .

A major deficiency of the existing campus is the poor condition of walkways, the
absence of benches and trash receptacles, the lack of a standard pedestrian
light fixture, and the poor quality of campus wayfinding. Sasaki recommends the
preparation of a comprehensive study leading to a comprehensive set of design
standards.

FUTURE LONG TERM GROWTH

Darton College has available sites for growth beyond the projected enroliment of
10,000 students. Additional academic buildings can be placed in the proposed
new academic quadrangle adjacent to building | and the new administration
building or with the development of an additional academic quadrangle to the
west of the new nursing facility. Additional housing can be developed along the
proposed new street connecting the proposed Student Village with the academic
core. Additional undeveloped land remains in the southeast sector of the campus
where plant operations has been relocated and which is accessed by the exten-
sion of Meadowlark Drive.
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CAMPUS HEART

1. Univarsity of California
Califomia

Yavis, Segundo Comimons,

2. University of Califomia < a Student

Resource Building:

it Ge cal: Drury Grosvenor Cenler for

thie Arts, Middlstown, Rhode Island
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COMPETITIVE SWIMMING

1. University of Maryland Campus Hecreation Center,
Baltimare, Iaryiard

2. University of California Santa Barbara Rec
Center, Santa Barara, California

3. Univarsity of California Santa Barbara Recreation
hara, California

- gjiﬁln L Lo

=
o
o
-
[
o
W
@
E
| |
‘C‘\
a
E
e
=
o
®
=
=
=
(]
@
P
@
s
L
a
-
@
@
o

= ]

| . |

l e ! i == =& L‘ =
'n‘:‘l.‘-i.m—. -W?mf‘!!;.‘-!f&::..“‘d_ﬁd

college ma

darton




CREATION

ELEMENTS: RE

PLAN

ueld Jeisews ® fewiwng sanoexs ugid

1oy
4z

1sew sbsjj00 uoLep

ot

e

g

v g 0




57

darton college master plan executive summary = master plan

ATHLETIC VITALITY

1. Rensseiaer Polytechnic Institute Ned Harkness
Track and Figld, Troy, New York

2. U.8. Military Acaderny North Athlelic Fislds,
Weast Paint, New York

3. York College of Pennsylvania Sporis Facility,
York, Pennsylvania
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RECREATION
1. University of Maryand Campus Recreation Canter, Baltimora, Maryland

2. Georgla College and State University, Miledgevile, Georgia

3. 8t BEdwards University, Austin, Texas
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